
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- March 22, 1967 

Appeal No. 9135 Bernard and Prances Hughes, appel lants .  

The Zoning Administrator of t h e  Distriet of Columbia, appel lee.  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  
the  following Order was entered  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
March 28, 1967. 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appeal t o  change a nonconforming use from dry 
cleaning pick-up s t a t i o n  t o  r e t a i l  s t o r e  s e l l i n g  new and used 
f u r n i t u r e ,  appliances and household products a t  3603 - 18th 
S t r e e t ,  NE., l o t  191, square 4202, be denied. 

FINDINGS OF FACTS : 

(1) The sub jec t  property i s  located i n  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t .  

(2) The property i s  improved with a two s to ry  b r ick  row 
s t r u c t u r e  with a s t o r e  f r o n t  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The upper 
f l o o r  is  used a s  an apartment and has a separa te  entrance. 

(3) It is  proposed t o  open a r e t a i l  s t o r e  t o  sell  mew 
and used f u r n i t u r e ,  appliances and household products. 

( 4 )  The tenant  would operate  t h e  s t o r e  with h i s  wife. 

(5) The s t o r e  would opera te  s i x  days a week from 1 0  a.m. 
t o  8 p.m. 

(6)  There was no opposi t ion t o  t h e  grant ing  of t h i s  
appeal r eg i s t e r ed  a t  t h e  public  hearing. 

(7) Under t h e  cur ren t  Zoning Regulations f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e s  
a r e  f i r s t  permitted a s  a matter  of r i g h t  i n  t h e  C-2 zoning 
d i s t r i c t .  



OPINION:  

We a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  changing t h i s  nonconforming use 
from a dry cleaning pick-up s t a t i o n  t o  a f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e  would 
have an adverse a f f e c t  upon the present  charac ter  and fu tu r e  
development of t h i s  neighborhood. A f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e  i s  no t  a 
neighborhood use. Indeed, customers probably w i l l  come from 
a l l  over t h e  community. This i s  no t  t h e  kind of nonconforming 
use contemplated t o  continue i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t .  

Further ,  t he  regula t ions  doiinot permit changing t h e  use 
from one c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t o  another higher c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  A 
nonconforming uee should continue, if a t  a l l ,  within t he  same 
use category u n t i l  it ceases t o  e x i s t .  Therefore,  we must deny 
this appeal. 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

By: 

/ Secretary of t he  Board 


